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At St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary & Nursery School, Governors and staff value 

each child as a unique individual, made in the image and likeness of God, with their own 

special gifts and talents. 

We believe it is essential to provide a well-balanced, ambitious and challenging curriculum 

for all pupils. We are committed to ensuring that every child, including those with Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), has the right to a high-quality, accessible and 

inclusive education.

Our aim is to secure the best possible outcomes for every child, preparing them for lifelong 

learning and future success. We believe that children should develop the skills, knowledge 

and confidence needed to thrive academically, socially, physically and spiritually.

We endeavour to raise aspirations and expectations for all pupils, including those with 

SEND, and we are committed to providing every opportunity for children to develop their 

full potential. This commitment is reflected in our inclusive ethos, our teaching practice and 

our school policies.

Our School vision
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Our aims for pupils with SEND

At St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary & Nursery School, we aim to:

➢ Provide a high-quality education that enables every child to succeed to the 

very best of their ability, with the support they need.

➢ Create a safe, nurturing and loving environment where all pupils feel valued 

and ready to learn.

➢ Ensure that all pupils have equal opportunities to participate fully in school 

life.

➢ Work in close partnership with parents and carers to support every child’s 

development and wellbeing.

➢ Deliver an inclusive curriculum that is accessible to all pupils, regardless of 

need or ability.
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Key Staff

All class teachers take overall responsibility for pupils with SEND in their class.

Miss O’Neill is the Special Educational Needs Coordinator 

(SENCO) and works closely with all class teachers and is 

responsible for overseeing the provision of SEND across 

the school. 

Contact can be made with Miss O’Neill via the school office on 0115 915 0296 

or via email at admin@st-margaretclitherow.nottingham.sch.uk or via your 

child’s class teacher.

The governor responsible for SEND at St Margaret Clitherow is Patricia 

Bradley 
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The SEND Code of Practice (2014) defines SEND as,

➢ A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls 

for special educational provision to be made for him or her.

➢ A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or disability if 

he or she:

➢ has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, 

or

➢ has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a

➢ kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream

➢ post-16 institutions.”

Special education provision means (CoP 2014),

Educational provision which is additional to, or different from, the educational provision made 

generally for pupils of the same age in maintained school.

At St Margaret Clitherow Academy,  a pupil entered on the SEND register will have a significantly 

greater learning difficulty or disability that requires provision that is additional to and different 

from that received by the majority of the other children in their class.

What is SEND?
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SEND at st Margaret clitherow 
St Margaret Clitherow is a fully inclusive school and welcomes pupils with a variety of need. 

The SEND Code of Practice sets out four broad areas of need. However, in practice, 

individual children or young people often have needs that cut across all these areas and their 

needs may change over time. Our aim is to provide for each pupil the support they need, 

providing a tailored approach to their learning. 

Cognition and Learning Communication and Interaction
Some children may learn at a slower pace or find certain 
areas of learning more challenging. They may need 
additional support with reading, writing, maths or memory 
skills. This area includes specific learning difficulties such as 
dyslexia.

Some children may find it difficult to understand language, 

express themselves clearly, or communicate with others. 

This can include speech and language difficulties or 

conditions such as Autism. These children may need extra 

support to develop social and communication skills.

Social Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) Sensory and Physical 
Some children may struggle with managing their emotions, 
behaviour or relationships with others. They may need 
support to build confidence, resilience and positive social 
skills.

Some children may have a physical disability or sensory 
difficulty, such as hearing or vision impairment. They may 
require specialist equipment, adaptations or additional 
support to access learning fully.
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Kinds of SEND at St Margaret Clitherow 

Specific Leaning Difficulties Moderate or Severe Learning disabilities Profound and multiple Learning disabilities 

Children who have been

diagnosed with a specific

need such as dyslexia or dyscalculia 

Children have a condition which 

affects their cognitive abilities, such as 

a global delay 

Children who have a severe learning 

disability and other disabilities that 

significantly affect their ability to 

communicate and be independent. 

Neurodiverse Visual Impairment SEMH
children diagnosed with either Autism 

or Asperger’s Syndrome. 

Children with any visual difficulties or 

sight loss.

Children who struggle to understand 

their feelings and emotions and find 

social situations difficult, incusing 

children with PDA or trauma 

Hearing Impairment Physical Disability No Specific Assessment 

Children with any hearing difficulties 

or haring loss.

Children who have a physical need. Children who are experiencing 

learning difficulties but currently do 

not have a specific diagnosis.

This is not an exhaustive list. Every child is unique. Our aim is to work closely with parents to ensure that 

each child receives the support they need to thrive.
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SEND at SMC in 2024-2025
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Identifying pupils with SEND
We know when a child needs additional support if: 

➢ Concerns are raised by parents/carers, 

➢ A pupil starts at the school with external agency support already in place, 

➢ Concerns are raised by the class teacher 

➢ Concerns are raised by the pupil’s previous school 

We follow a clear process for monitoring and supporting all pupils in school that allows us to identify early the 

needs of all pupils. 

Assessment of our pupils is carried out regularly through formative and summative assessment methods and 

continues throughout their time with us.

We do this by:

➢ Analysing assessment data no less than half termly to identify children who are not meeting age related 

expectations

➢ Class teachers continually monitoring the children in their class through observations, discussions, 

marking and written feedback.

➢ Carrying out termly pupil progress meetings with Senior Leaders.

➢ Providing all adults with the opportunity to discuss concerns at any time.

➢ Liaising with parents regularly.

➢ Liaising with previous class teacher or previous school if child has recently moved to the school.
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SEND Pathway 
At St Margaret Clitherow Catholic Primary & Nursery School, we 

follow a clear pathway, known as a graduated approach, to identify and 

provide the right level of support for each child.

➢ Quality First Teaching - High-quality teaching is provided to all 

pupils in every classroom. Lessons are carefully planned and adapted 

to meet different learning needs. Most children’s needs are met 

through this strong classroom practice.

➢ SEND Concern - If a child needs additional support, the class 

teacher and SENDCo carefully monitor their progress and specific 

needs. Adjustments may be made, and strategies are put in place to 

help the child succeed

➢ SEND Support - If further support is required, the child is placed 

on the SEND register. Targeted interventions and additional 

provision are put in place, and parents are invited to termly review 

meetings to discuss progress and next steps.

➢ Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)An EHCP is a legal 

document issued by the Local Authority for children with more 

complex or long-term needs. It outlines the specific support 

required to ensure the child can access learning and make progress.

We work closely with parents at every stage to ensure that each child 

receives the right support at the right time.
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Assessing Progress 
The school follows the Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle laid out in the SEND code of Practice

If there are concerns around progress despite the delivery of high-quality interventions, advice will always be 

sought from external agencies regarding strategies to best meet the specific needs of a pupil.
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Assessing Progress 
All children on the SEND register, will have an individual pupil passport. These are written in 

collaboration with parents/carers, the child and the staff supporting the child. 

Example of pupil passport 

Targets are also reviewed termly with 

parents, staff and the SENCo at SEND 

reviews. 

The passport also record any 

observations from external agencies, 

discussions with parents/carers and 

termly data tracking. 
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Assessing Progress 
All children at St Margaret Clitherow are assessed each term using the school’s assessment system. Class teachers 

gather information through daily learning (formative assessment) and end-of-unit or termly assessments 

(summative assessment). This information is recorded on our school system, Arbor, to carefully track progress 

over time Statutory assessments are carried out at the end of Reception, Year 1 (phonics screening), Year 4 

(multiplication check) and Year 6.

Children with SEND are assessed in the same way as their peers. However, we recognise that they may not always 

reach age-related expectations. What is most important is that they make good progress from their individual 

starting points and towards their personal targets, which are recorded on their Pupil Passports.

For children working below age-related expectations, we use the PIVATS assessment tool. PIVATS breaks learning 

objectives into smaller, achievable steps aligned with the National Curriculum. This allows us to recognise and 

celebrate small but important steps of progress. Progress is recorded both on the child’s Pupil Passport and on 

the school’s tracking system. We understand that behind every set of data is a unique child with their own story 

of needs, effort and achievement. Data alone does not always capture the determination, resilience and progress 

our pupils with SEND demonstrate every day.

Our focus is always on supporting each child to grow in confidence, skills and independence, while celebrating 

every success along the way.
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How we involve parents, carers and families

Parents, carers and families are the most important influence in a child’s life. We 

recognise that you know your child best. Therefore, we are committed to 

involving parents, carers and families at every stage of your child’s education. 

We value open communication and work in partnership to ensure that each child 

receives the support, encouragement and opportunities they need to thrive.

We aim to:

➢ Listen carefully to parents’ views and concerns

➢ Share information regularly about progress and provision

➢ Involve parents in decision-making about support and next steps

➢ Work together to celebrate successes and overcome challenges

By working together, we can provide the very best outcomes for every child.
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How  will I know about my Child’s Progress?

Class teachers will report to parents about a child’s progress at least every term. 

In the Advent and Lent, this will be as part of Parents Evening and in the Summer 

term this will be through a written report.

In addition, SEND reviews will be held every term with the class teacher and 

SENCo. At these reviews passports will be reviewed and updated. In the 

Pentecost term, new class teachers will be invited as part of out transition offer.

We also recognise that at times more regular contact may be needed with 

parents/carers. We offer the use of home/school diaries and regular meetings 

with class teachers when needed. 

Annual reviews are held for children with EHCP’s.  
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Pupil Participation 
We believe that the children are at the centre of what we do and must 

contribute to their own learning. All children are asked to contribute to their 

pupil passports and annual reviews. 

We encourage all pupils to contribute to the school community and have a voice 

in a variety of ways which include:

➢ Applying to be a parts of our leadership teams 

➢ Representing the school in sports events including those specifically 

targeted at SEND pupils

➢ Representing the school in drama and singing events.

➢ Attending school and class masses at the local church

Currently a number of SEND pupils have many of these roles of responsibility, 

are a positive role model for other children, and are making a valuable 

contribution. 



y

Our School Curriculum

Our curriculum is rooted in our Catholic faith and values. We aim to provide a broad, 

balanced and ambitious curriculum that enables every child to flourish academically, 

socially, physically and spiritually.

Our curriculum follows the National Curriculum, ensuring full coverage of the required 

subjects and skills. Detailed year group overviews are available on the school website 

so parents and carers can see what their children will be learning throughout the year.

Due to the diverse nature of our school community, we believe it is essential that 

children see themselves reflected in what they learn. Our curriculum has been carefully 

designed to celebrate diversity, promote inclusion and broaden pupils’ understanding of 

the world. Topics are thoughtfully planned to be engaging, relevant and ambitious for all 

learners, ensuring that every child feels represented, valued and inspired to achieve 

their very best.
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Our School Curriculum

Through our curriculum offer.  We aim to:

➢ Inspire a love of learning

➢ Develop knowledge, skills and understanding across all subjects

➢ Promote resilience, independence and confidence

➢ Prepare children for the next stage of their education

We provide high-quality teaching in every classroom. Lessons are carefully 

sequenced to build knowledge step by step, allowing children to practise, 

consolidate and apply new skills with confidence. Teachers adapt learning to 

meet the needs of all pupils, including those with Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities (SEND), ensuring that every child can access the curriculum 

and achieve success. Across the school, classrooms use the Education 

Endowment Foundation’s (EEF) ‘Five-a-Day’ principles to support inclusive 

teaching. By embedding these approaches into daily practice, we aim to 

remove barriers to learning and help all pupils make strong progress.
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high-quality teaching 



y

Adaptations for Pupils with SEND 

While we follow the National Curriculum, we recognise that some children may need 

adaptations to support their learning. These adaptations help remove barriers and allow 

every child to achieve their full potential. Adaptations may include:

➢ Adjusting the level of challenge or amount of work

➢ Breaking learning into smaller, manageable steps

➢ Providing additional visual aids, resources or practical equipment

➢ Pre-teaching key vocabulary and concepts

➢ Using scaffolds such as writing frames, word banks or sentence starters

➢ Flexible grouping within lessons

➢ Additional adult support where appropriate

➢ Alternative ways to record learning (for example, oral responses, use of technology, or 

practical activities)

➢ Targeted interventions to support specific skills

For some pupils with SEND, individual targets are set and reviewed regularly to ensure 

progress is carefully tracked and supported.
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Adaptations for Pupils with SEND 
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Children with Complex Needs

For those children with EHCPs, receive HLN funding and have 

complex needs where the classroom is overwhelming for them, 

they may access our Enhanced

Provision Room, ‘The Nest’ 

This room caters for our most complex needs in school and the 

pupils access a bespoke timetable that allows them to access a 

personalised curriculum to meet their own needs. 

Class teachers still take responsibility for planning and assessing 

the children that access ‘The Nest’. 
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Transition 

For children with SEND often the idea of moving to a new class or even to 

a new school can be overwhelming and can cause anxiety and distress for a 

child. As a school, we do our upmost to support transition.

 

In the Foundation Stage a planned introduction programme is delivered in 

the Pentecost term to support transfer for pupils starting school in 

September. School visits are offered to all children where the staff can get to 

know the children. Parent/carers are invited to a meeting at the school

and are provided with a range of information to support them in enabling 

their child to settle into the school routine. The SENCo meets with all new 

parents of pupils who are known to have SEND to allow concerns to be 

raised and provision to be put in place prior to entry. If a child is 

transferring from another pre-school setting, records will be requested.
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Transition 

If a child is joining our school during the year, we warmly welcome them and 

their parents to come and visit the school, class and meet the class teacher. 

When children come into school from elsewhere with known SEND, we 

make contact with the previous school if appropriate, and we set up 

appropriate support.

At the end of each academic, all class teachers have a transition meeting to 

exchange information about all children. At this time, any information about 

a child with SEND is passed onto their new teacher. Children with a HLN 

will also have a transition timetable in which they will have additional

time in their new class, receive a photo book of any new changes and social 

stories are used to reduce anxiety.
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Transition 

When a child is in Year 6 and moving to secondary school, a transition plan is 

put in place as soon as possible. The SENCO will liaise with the SENCO or 

Head of Year at the chosen school to agree the best course of action. Parents 

will also be involved in this decision-making process. All paperwork

will passed to the new schools.

The LA Transition Team supports children with higher level needs or on EHCP, 

and this work usually begins at the beginning of year 6. Time tabling, 

organisational skill and positive communication skills are developed alongside 

extra visits to the school.

For children with an EHCP,  the annual review in Y5 begins the process where 

parents are supported to make decisions regarding secondary school choice. 
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Preparation for Adulthood 
We are committed to preparing all children, including those with SEND, for life beyond 

school. We want every pupil to develop the skills, knowledge and confidence they need to 

lead happy, independent and successful lives.

Our approach includes:

➢ Developing life skills – Pupils learn practical skills such as problem-solving, decision-

making, organisation, self-care and managing money.

➢ Building social and emotional skills – We help pupils develop positive relationships, 

resilience and self-confidence to navigate everyday life.

➢ Fostering independence – Children are encouraged to take responsibility for their 

learning, routines and personal goals.

➢ Career awareness and aspirations – Pupils explore different roles, jobs and future 

opportunities, helping them understand the link between learning and future life.

.We believe that preparing children for adulthood is not just about academic achievement 

but also about nurturing their social, emotional, spiritual and practical skills so they can thrive 

in the wider world.
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Additional Support, Equipment and Facilities
The school accesses termly training from the local authority where specialist services lead 

training sessions. This is attended by the SENCO and any other staff who feel it would be 

beneficial. The SENCO will then share any relevant information with all staff. 

The school is part of Our Lady of Lourdes Trust. The SENCo attends all network meetings to 

discuss and keep up date with all SEND guidance. 

In addition, we work closely with any external agencies that we feel are relevant to an 

individual child’s needs within our school. These may include: 

➢ Health visitors/GP/Paediatrician 

➢ Speech and Language Therapists 

➢ The Child and Adult Mental Health Service 

➢ Learning Support Team 

➢ Autism Team 

➢ Behaviour Support Team 

➢ Occupational Therapist
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Medical Needs

Any pupils with additional medical needs are well catered for at St Margaret Clitherow. 

All medical requirements are requested from parents prior to admission and these are 

added to the school medical needs folder. Staff will liaise with parents on an individual 

basis to ensure that the school is equipped to ensure all medical needs are met. 

For all pupils with a medical need, the following actions will be put in place:

➢ A detailed Individual Health and Care Plan, compiled in partnership with the 

school nurse and parents and if appropriate, the pupil themselves.

➢ Staff who volunteer to administer and supervise medications, will complete 

formal training and be verified by the school nurse as being competent.

➢ All medicine administration procedures adhere to the LA policy and Department 

of Education (DfE) guidelines included within Supporting pupils at school with 

medical conditions (DfE) 2014 and identified in the School Medicine 

Administration Policy.
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Mental Health and Wellbeing 

St Margaret Clitherow’s is a nurturing and inclusive family community which is rooted in 

our Gospel values and supportive of all. We are committed to going ‘the extra mile’ for our 

children and each other and have developed expertise through our inclusion support work 

to support our pupils and their families.

Miss Cartledge is our Senior Mental Health Lead and she is supported by the school 

Wellbeing Team that is made up of a number of members of staff and the pupil Wellbeing 

Ambassadors. 

We have 3 trained ELSA’s that deliver the ELSA program to targeted children. 

If you are concerned about the mental health and wellbeing of your child, please contact 

the school office who will put you in contact with one of the wellbeing team. 
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Staff Training 

St Margaret Clitherow ensures that all staff are kept up to date with relevant 

training and developments in teaching practice in relation to the needs of 

pupils with SEND.  The SENCo provides professional guidance to colleagues 

and is responsible for ensuring that staff receive relevant training.

The school accesses training programmes through LA conferences, LA 

training events, Family of School training events, Trust events and through 

private and voluntary providers. Training needs are considered for teaching 

staff, teaching assistants, ECT’s, parents and Midday supervisors.
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Staff Training 

Staff training that has taken place 2024-25:
➢ Autism Awareness Training 

➢ Whole school writing training 

➢ EYFS training 

➢ ECT SEND training 

➢ Emotion coaching training 

➢ Adaptive teaching training

➢ SENCo networks 3 times a year 

➢ SEND training with SEND hub 

➢ Inclusion training from the Trust 

➢ Safeguarding Updates 

➢ Enhanced provision training 

➢ Training and support from external agencies – SALT, ASD team and Inclusion 

team.
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Responding to Concerns 

If you wish to discuss your child’s special educational needs or are 

unhappy about any issues regarding the school’s response to meeting 

these needs please contact the following in this order:

➢ Your child’s class teacher,

➢ The SENDCo,

➢ The Headteacher

In the case of an unresolved complaint, the issue should be escalated 

to the Governors complaints procedure (see Complaints Policy under 

policies on the school website)
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The Local Offer

The SEND Code of Practice can be found on the Department for Education’s 

website:  www.education.gov.uk/schools/studentsupport/ SEND    

Information on the Nottingham City Local Offer can be accessed on the 

Nottingham City Council’s web site: 

https://www.asklion.co.uk/kb5/nottingham/directory/localoffer.page?directorycha

nnel=7 or can be accessed through the SEND page on the school website

Nottingham Parent Partnership - http://www.ppsnotts.org.uk/  is an organisation 

that provides independent advice and support for families. 

Our SEND policy, School Offer and Provision is available on our school website 

on our SEND page.

https://www.asklion.co.uk/kb5/nottingham/directory/localoffer.page?directorychannel=7
https://www.asklion.co.uk/kb5/nottingham/directory/localoffer.page?directorychannel=7
http://www.ppsnotts.org.uk/
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